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SEWARD REDESIGN TO COMMEMORATE 50 YEARS OF COMMUNITY REAL ESTATE AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT WITH COMMUNITY WEALTH BUILDING SUMMIT & CELEBRATION 
 
Redesign50 will take place Friday, September 20th, 2019. 

Minneapolis, MN. In recognition of 50 years of comprehensive, geographically-based community development, 
Seward Redesign invites organizations, government, neighbors, businesses and others to gather for Redesign50 
Community Wealth Building Summit and Celebration. The goals of the day-long event are to elevate examples of 
successful place-based, comprehensive community wealth-building strategies; inspire action that promotes 
community ownership of the built environment; and share Redesign’s work – historical, present, and future. 

Redesign is a community development corporation operating in the Seward and Greater Longfellow 
neighborhoods of Minneapolis. The group that would become Seward Redesign was founded in the summer of 
1969 by a group of neighbors resisting urban renewal demolition of working class housing along Milwaukee 
Avenue. The nonprofit undertakes housing and commercial real estate development, infrastructure advocacy, 
business development and program administration. Since 1969, Redesign has developed or preserved 776 units 
of affordable housing, with 160 additional units under development; and owns and manages 105,000 square 
feet of commercial and industrial space, serving 45 diverse tenants supporting over 300 jobs. Redesign sustains 
its work through philanthropic support, government contracts, and earned fees in real estate development; it is 
governed by a constituent board of directors of residents and business owners. 
 
The event will lift up the successful partnerships that have made Redesign’s work possible. For example, 
“Seward Neighborhood Group and Seward Redesign have benefited greatly from a long and interdependent 
relationship. From our partnership to preserve Seward Towers as permanent affordable housing to our work to 
make the streets safer for walking and biking, our organizations have made Seward a truly welcoming 
neighborhood where people have real opportunities to thrive,” said Kerry Cashman, Executive Director of the 
Seward Neighborhood Group. 
 
Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey shared: “By creating affordable spaces for small business, nonprofits, and artists, 
Seward Redesign is an organization that walks the talk on community-led change. They have been excellent 
partners, working with the city to oversee transformative facade improvement grants on commercial corridors 
and to address housing needs for a variety of neighbors. We look forward to celebrating and reflecting together.” 
 
Keynote Speaker- Pete Saunders, Writer and Urban Planner 
The Summit will feature an afternoon keynote address by Chicago-based Pete Saunders, with standalone tickets 
available.  Pete's research and writing explores a wide range of topics, from defining and celebrating black 
urbanism to the durable legacy of segregation in Chicago. Pete is also the community and economic 
development director for Richton Park, IL, a suburb south of Chicago.  He has more than twenty years’ 
experience in planning, economic development, and community development. See Pete’s full bio below.  
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Of his address, Pete said, "I've learned quite a bit about Seward Redesign over the last few months. I've come to 
find that Seward Redesign is at the forefront of place-based community development in the Twin Cities, setting 
the tone for the equitable revitalization of Minneapolis' Seward and Longfellow neighborhoods. I'm really looking 
forward to discussing similar efforts in the Chicago area and what the next iteration of place-based community 
development in U.S. cities will be." 
 
Morning Panels and Tours 
A series of panels, workshops and tours will use Redesign’s projects as jumping off points for discussion of 
central themes in today’s wealth-building landscape. Panelists include a range of actors from organizations 
across the Twin Cities; affordable housing residents; city of Minneapolis staff; Sunrise Banks; business owners 
and more. Sessions include:   
 

 Community Control of Affordable Housing at Seward Towers 

 The Creative Economy - Making Space for Art at Seward Commons 

 Growing the Generative Economy with New Markets Tax Credits at Five Square  

 “Save Milwaukee Avenue”: Redesign’s Origin Story, Affordability Preservation and Income Integration 

 Community Engagement and Public Infrastructure: The Reconnecting Neighborhoods Initiative   

 Economic Development & Envisioning Commercial Corridors: 3300 East Lake Street 

 
Mastermind Sessions 
Following lunch, neighborhood-led Mastermind Sessions will give several community-based groups a forum to 
workshop a specific community issue or opportunity, with consulting input from a curated mix of development 
professionals, city staff, architects, contractors and artists. These sessions give participants a chance to apply 
knowledge gained from the morning’s breakouts. 
 
Redesign50 Community Celebration  
The day will conclude with local food and drinks, live performances, more tours and interactive public art. The 
celebration will be open to the neighborhood and public; no registration is required. 
------------------------------------------- 
Attend and Participate 
Individuals working on place-based community building are encourage to attend. Sign up at 
www.redesigninc.org/redesign50. To learn about participating in neighborhood-led mastermind sessions, 
contact Redesign by July 15. 
 
Sponsorship Opportunities 
This is event is supported in part by the McKnight Foundation. Sponsorship opportunities, including for 
individual panels and tables, are available. Contact Brigid Higgins at brigid@redesigninc.org or (612) 877-8171. 
 
Keynote Speaker Biography: Pete Saunders 
Pete Saunders is a Chicago-based writer whose work centers on urbanism trends and developments in America’s 
vast middle, particularly as it impacts its Rust Belt cities. Pete is the editor/publisher of the Corner Side Yard, an 
urbanist blog that focuses on a variety of issues facing cities today.  Pete is also an urban affairs contributor to 
Forbes Magazine's online platform, and an Urban Notebook columnist for Governing Magazine. Pete’s writings 
have been published in traditional media outlets such as the Detroit Free Press, Crain’s Chicago Business and the 
(London) Guardian, and online at Huffington Post, New Geography, Planetizen, Rust Wire and the Urbanophile. 
His coverage of the widely-publicized Detroit municipal bankruptcy was featured in Encyclopaedia Britannica’s 
2014 Book of the Year. 
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Pete is also the community and economic development director for Richton Park, IL, a suburb south of Chicago. 
 He has more than twenty years’ experience in planning, economic development, and community development, 
with stops in the public, private and non-profit sectors. Pete served in various senior planning positions with the 
City of Chicago, the City of Joliet, and the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, and has also served as a 
planning and economic development consultant. 
 
Pete was born in and spent his high school years in Detroit, attended Indiana University in Bloomington where 
he earned a bachelor’s degree in urban and regional planning, and moved to Chicago upon graduation. He 
obtained his Master’s in Urban Planning and Policy from the University of Illinois-Chicago and remains in the 
Chicago area. 
 
LINKS 
Photos and Images: http://bit.ly/seward50  
 
Seward Redesign 
Register: www.redesigninc.org/redesign50  
https://redesigninc.org/about-redesign/history/ 
https://www.planning.org/greatplaces/neighborhoods/2017/seward/ 
https://www.minnpost.com/community-sketchbook/2016/05/seward-towers-advocates-see-rare-win-
affordable-housing-twin-cities/ 
https://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2017/10/04/seward-neighborhood-minneapolis-awarded/ 
 
Pete Saunders 
https://twitter.com/petesaunders3 
http://cornersideyard.blogspot.com/2019/02/csy-repost-definition-of-black-urbanism.html 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/petesaunders1/2019/02/28/gentrification-always-omnipresent-and-
universal/#4d1a2a621750 
https://www.governing.com/columns/urban-notebook/gov-climate-change-cities.html 
https://www.governing.com/columns/urban-notebook/gov-chicago-urban-growth.html 
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/aug/25/an-urbanists-guide-to-chicago-the-most-american-of-
american-cities 
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